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About Us 
African Bamboo is a tropical bamboo company based in Ethiopia and the Netherlands. Our 
vertically-integrated forestry, manufacturing, distribution, and research and development 
operations have pioneered a business model that diligently applies design thinking and 
maintains environmental and social consciousness. We are the premier African enterprise to 
produce world class, sustainable, and socially responsible tropical bamboo products.

Redefining Premium 
We provide cutting-edge solutions utilizing tropical bamboo-based natural fiber composite 
materials. We believe that real comfort only resides in forms of premium that positively impact 
our world, our loved ones, and our very existence. This fundamental philosophy drives our 
research and innovation, sourcing, and engineering processes, which is manifested in the 
premium services and products that we offer you and your customers. Our philosophy is based 
on our core values, which guide us in our everyday life: Disrupt Thoughtfully, Think Diligently, 
Act Responsibly, Respect Unequivocally, and Trace Value.

Our Projects 
African Bamboo flagship projects integrate our bamboo expertise and involve our beautifully 
designed and bespoke solutions. Our bamboo products will be present at the new VIP lounge 
and Tilla at Bole International Airport, the hub of global Ethiopian airlines with the highest 
footprint in Africa, and the new national football stadium scheduled to host the African CHAN 
2020. The luxury of our products is also enjoyed by homeowners all around the world.  

African Bamboo 
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African Bamboo Forestry

Forest Management
We are leading the commercialization of Africa’s largest bamboo resource on the 
continent in partnership with local government and forest communities in the West 
Arsi and Sidama regions of Ethiopia. We will source bamboo from natural forest 
managed directly by AB Forestry; and from community sources managed by over 
17,000 registered farmers and their associated cooperatives. Together, we are 
implementing the business model and supporting organizations through our distinct 
management processes for sustainable harvesting and transportation of bamboo 
for industrial uses, ensuring timely delivery of raw bamboo of the highest grades. 
The FSC compliant forestry management plan provides the basis for long-term 
sustainability of African Bamboo’s forestry operations.

Our Team 
Our team is made up of personnel in the forestry sector with a minimum of 10 years 
of experience as well as a minimum qualification of MSc in academia. These experts 
work under three main departments in managing our forestry resources: planning 
sub-division, bamboo operations sub-division, and community engagement sub-
division. Together, they oversee all functions related to organizing the delivery of 
quality bamboo to our factory and sustainable management of the bamboo forest 
resource.

Social & Environmental Impact
Our foundational objective is not only making a healthy economic rate of return, 
but also creating a positive impact on society and the environment. Our business 
is set up in a way that benefits society through providing additional income and 
training to the smallholder farmers, cooperatives and micro and small enterprises 
in rural Ethiopia, and connecting them to the value chain. From an environmental 
perspective, the growth and harvesting of bamboo helps to stabilise the microclimate 
in the targeted regions of Sidama and West Arsi, avoid soil erosion, recharge the 
groundwater and reduce greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
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Nurseries
African Bamboo believes 
in the need to increase 
bamboo plot and to tackle 
deforestation of bamboo. 
One of our first measures 
is through the efficient 
multiplication of seedlings. 
We have established a nursery 
in the Sidama region aimed 
at multiplying seedlings 
to help cooperatives grow 
their managed bamboo 
plantations from a total of 
1,000 ha to 1,500 ha and 
to implement sustainable 
operations under FSC (Forest 
Stewardsip Council) and 
INBAR (International Bamboo 
and Rattan Organization) 
standards. Currently we 
produce 50,000 seedlings 
per year and we aim to keep 
increasing that figure.

Farmers
We have organised 2,239 local 
farmers into 31 cooperatives. 
All the co-operatives are 
legally registered and 
licensed and operate on a 
business model developed 
in partnership with African 
Bamboo. At the moment, 
the average harvesting yield 
for highland bamboo in 
Ethiopia is very low, 3.5 tons 
per hectare, as compared to 
40 tons per hectare in well 
managed farmers’ fields. 
We provide training on plot 
management and harvesting 
for our cooperatives to insure 
sustainable practices, superior 
quality of the raw material 
and forest’s productivity 
by improved silvicultural 
practices. At scale, our farmers 
will number up to 17,700.

Harvest 
The amount of bamboo 
required for our factory at 
full-scale production is 90,000 
green metric tons per annum. 
The estimated amount of 
bamboo culms per hectare is 
10,000. Bamboo gets matured 
at age three, but a four-year 
rotational cycle is considered 
a best fit for our harvesting 
plan. This means that 25% 
of bamboo is harvested per 
year and 75% is left until the 
plants reach maturity. This 
amounts to about 2,500 culms 
per hectare per year. The 
bamboo culms required are 
harvested from 10,000 ha on 
a 53,000 ha catchment area, 
which is scattered over five 
administrative districts located 
in Sidama zone and two in 
West Arsi zone.
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African Bamboo Factory

African Bamboo products 
are manufactured at the 
Hawassa Industrial Park, 
in Ethiopia. The park is 
located 275 km from the 
capital Addis Ababa. It is 
the largest industrial park in 
Africa, hosting 37 factories 
and boasting cutting-edge 
infrastructure and equipment.

Technology
African Bamboo outdoor decking products are made from thermally modified fiber 
strands from Ethiopian highland bamboo species, Yushania alpina, which are glued 
together under high pressure to produce a durable decking product. We use state of 
the art processing equipment procured from leading European wood manufacturing 
companies to ensure sustainable production and high quality of the products 
conforming to the international standards. As a result, African Bamboo offers a 
product which is more stable and doesn’t split or break apart in exterior applications. 

Zero Waste 
Virtually all residues generated from pre-processing of the green bamboo culm 
to finish boards are transported to a biomass boiler for co-generation of heat 
and electrical energy requirement of the processing plant. The combine heat and 
electrical energy generation is based on the Organic Rankine Cycle (ORC) technology. 
The Organic Rankine Cycle’s principle is based on a turbo generator working as a 
conventional steam turbine to transform thermal energy into mechanical energy and 
finally into electric energy through an electrical generator.
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Lead Time
All our sales occur from the Netherlands, where our 
entity has a storage and advanced logistics facility, to 
ease the burden for buyers in regards to the chain of 
custody. Distribution to our target markets is done 
from our distribution centre in the Netherlands as 
well, where we maintain a 30 days inventory of our 
products, that ensures a short delivery cycle of 21 
days to the US and Europe. 

Warranty
Our warranty terms are divided into 
residential and commercial use. The 
warranty time for the residential 
applications is 20 years from the 
date of the original purchase made, 
and 10 years for the commercial 
applications.

African Bamboo Distribution



African Bamboo Intellectual Property
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Our Proprietary Technology 
With our developed technologies, processes, products, and a business model for native African bamboo resources, 
we create a fundamentally new opportunity to produce substitutes for tropical timber and plastics. Our Intellectual 
Property (IP) facilitates the utilization of African bamboo resources at commercial scale, from Supply Chain 
Management to Production. It includes highly competitive processing technology of tropical bamboo species, 
Yushania alpina, and a commercialization model of natural fiber composite in line with international standards. 
This is made possible by our ground zero analysis of the tropical bamboo with the disruptive technology in 
partnership with advanced research institutions from Germany, Finland and Italy. From this foundation of work, we 
also have our Product Development and Innovation Center and in-house highy qulified international researchers, 
working to transform tropical bamboo to a highly competitive timber substitute product. Our IP is initiated in 
some countries in East and West Africa, including Rwanda, Senegal and Ghana. 



Our Partners
We have distinguished ourselves by establishing long-term 
partnerships with advanced R&D institutes in the wood industry 
such as Fraunhofer WKI, Hamburg University, and IHD, enabling 
us to develop a superior product and production process. For 
our machinery sourcing, we partner world leading wood based 
machinery manufacturers across Europe and Asia - Raute 
Corporation (Finland), BIGonDRY (Italy), and Dieffenbacher 
(Germany/China) to ensure the optimum output. Together 
we aim to bring positive socio-economic and environmental 
impact in our society.
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Limitless Potential
Africa has the largest global 
untapped tropical bamboo forests 
with 1.5 million ha confirmed and 
2-3 million ha estimated. This 
provides an opportunity for  
African Bamboo activities to be 
done at scale in different areas of 
the continent, creating tropical 
bamboo products that positively 
impact our world, our loved ones, 
and our very existence. 
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